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Editorial \7=—

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT —

Dear Members,
Namashkar, and a Very Happy New Year to one and all as we approach Year 2007.

Year 2006 has been a momentous year for the Association.
Let me reminisce by listing out the happenings:

1.0ur beloved Bengal House or Puja Bari saw its New Hall completed and handed over for
finishing touches in March 2006.

The soft launch of the building was done with a Griha Probesh Puja on 15 April 2006, that
is, on the Hindu New Year’s Day, an auspicious day for us.

An EGM was held on 16 April to resolve ways in which we could raise the remaining funds
necessary to pay for the building.

At the EGM it became evident that the acoustics in the hall was faulty as we could not use
the hall for the EGM and had to move to the temple hall instead. This meant an additional
expense to correct it. Members came in with further pledges as well as offers of interest
free loans to help the Association. The Management Committee with the help of the
Trustees was assigned the task of visiting members and appealing for donations. This was
done fairly successfully specially with the help of Mr. Ajit Roy and Mr. Sushil K.Chakrabarty.

2.We then forged ahead with the treatment of the acoustics and the job was completed in
time for the Opening Ceremony on the eve of Deepavali 20 October 2006.

The Certificate of Fitness for the building was obtained in June 2006 and handed over by
the Architect in October 2006

3.A special Joint Meeting was called by the PJ Branch to resolve the issue of double
membership subscriptions. This was an amicable meeting with clarifications made on the
Registrar of Societies’ requirements. This issue was finally resolved after much discussion
at the AGM on 21 October 2006. All members of MBA pay a single membership
subscription of RM100.00. All members from Selangor and North of Peninsular Malaysia
will belong to the PJ Branch and those from Negri Sembilan and South will belong to the
Negri Sembilan Branch. A portion of the subscriptions will be allocated to the branches to
run their affairs.

4.In March we were featured on Malaysian Television as one of the minority groups in
Malaysia in the “Ethnik” programme of Channel 4/Astro Ria. A copy of this vcd is available
from the MBA Treasurer.

5.In May and June 2006 we were featured through 30 episodes in “Akash Bangla’ a
Kolkata Channel as Overseas Bengalees. A list of 40 names of members covering youths
to adults and professional people, including the 4 generations of Bengalees in Malaysia
was given to the production crew monitored by the Secretary of MBA. | would like to take
this opportunity to thank all those who took time off to feature in this programme. Though
not all the 40 listed could be included, the team of two - the production manager and
cameraman — covered fairly good ground travelling from KL to Ipoh and Penang in the
North and then to Seremban, Port Dickson and Melaka in the south including a rubber
estate in Pahang. In PJ they were able to interview the management committee members
at one of our Sunday sessions. The MBA Secretary is trying to get the vcd’s for us. It
should make interesting viewing.
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6.0ur next move was to prepare for the two major pujas — the Durga Puja including Laxmi
Puja in PJ and the Kali Puja at Bengal House.

Arrangements were made for the priest from Kolkata by Shapan Chakrabarty. Our sincere
thanks to Shapan. The Durga Puja was a roaring success mainly with members from the
Klang Valley.

7.Preparations were then made for the Grand Opening of the New Hall in Port Dickson.
After a great deal of red tape and negotiations Tan Sri Dato’ Dr. K.S.Nijhar agreed to
honour the occasion and to officiate the opening. On behalf of the Association | extend our
heartfelt gratitude and thanks to Tan Sri Nijhar and Puan Sri Molina for gracing the
occasion on 20 October 2006. That should be a date etched in our archives as a
memorable day. Dinner prepared by Apu Choudhury and team, was followed by the
Opening Ceremony , speeches, gift presentation and entertainment.

8.Deepavali on 21 October started with the AGM. It was well attended. One item on the
agenda drew a great deal of attention and discussion namely the single membership for the
branches. The single membership subscription was resolved.

Copies of the Constitution with suggestions for changes were distributed to the members
for their perusal. A team of members were nominated to look into the Constitution in detail.

Two members of the community donated generously towards the Building Fund: Mr. Duli
Das Gupta - RM10,000.00 and Mr. S. Sen Gupta in his Father's name (Mr.S.C. Sen Gupta)
- RM15,000.00. Donations also came from two expatriate members.These were announced
and recorded at the AGM.

The evening brought the members back to Bengal House for dinner, entertainment and the
Kali Puja. Children and adults alike enjoyed themselves with a sumptious meal cooked by
our ladies from Subang Jaya (Monamie Choudhury and friends), entertainment including a
singing group from Singapore, playing with fire crackers and of course the Puja itself. A
special thanks to the puja team for their tremendous effort, commitment and endurance.
The morning after started with Bishorjon followed by more fun and activities for both
children and adults, specially the Game Show-type activity by Roton Choudhury. There was
lunch and an ice-cream treat for all.

9.0n 23 November our first guest users of the hall were the Sai Baba group from Port
Dickson. They celebrated Guru Sai Baba’s birthday in our premises.

10.This brought us to the close of the year as no further activities were carried out after the
Kali Puja. However, work on the building continued with final touches to the acoustics and
lighting.

Collection of funds continued. Promises for the funding of the fence around Bengal House
have been received and also the funding of a Gazebo-type of structure around the ‘Bokul’
tree. Plans are also under way for the upgrading of the kitchen and the old dining area as
well as landscaping of the grounds. As announced at the AGM, Dr. Shyamal K. Majumdar,
Mrs Jhorna Majumdar and their 4 children from USA contributed RM2,000.00 towards the
building fund.

What do we have in store for you for 2007?
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First of all
A Mission and Vision Plan for MBA.
My mission in my second term as president is:

To see the marketing of the building done aggressively so that Bengal House will become
self-sufficient.

To make the Constitution relevant for future generations of Malaysian Bengalees

To work out a business plan for the association to earn income

To give support to the PJ Branch to get started on acquiring a place of their own.

To provide more cultural and sporting activities for members and youths.

To get youths involved in all activities organised by MBA and its Branches

To keep proper records of our history and current activities.

To network and link up with other NGOs and get involved in joint activities

To encourage the Northern region (Penang, Kedah and Perlis) to start a branch.

To extend ties with the Singapore Bengali Associations

To encourage families to record their histories and perhaps create their own websites.

Yes, plenty to ponder over and work on!

My Vision is to see the Malaysian Bengalee Association become an exemplary NGO,
that every member of the community will be proud to be associated with and one
that can contribute to and participate effectively in as an integral part of the larger
Malaysian Society.

| take this opportunity to thank the 2006 Management Committee for their support and
cooperation.

| look forward to working with the 2007 Management Committee and welcome them
aboard.

My sincere hope is that this mission and vision concurs with the members of the

association. New ideas and foresights are always welcome.

This is wishing every member of our community good health, prosperity, peace of mind and
active participation in MBA activities.
Thank You and Good Luck for 2007

Nomita Paul Balasingam
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Message from the Editors...

Here's wishing you all a very Happy and Prosperous 2007. Firstly, this
brings us to the end of 2006 and the second edition of the newdletter. We have
covered events from June to December and included articles by youths as well as
members. A great deal has happened during the last issue, especialy the opening
ceremony of our Puja Bari and the puja’s. Those who have internet facilities can expect to receive the
email edition. Unfortunately those who do not have this facility will only get the printed version minus
the photos, as coloured photos will not be clear when photocopied.

Under the Feature Article section we have put Dr. Deepika Mukherjee' s write-up from the NST
on Sunday 3 December. Some of you may have read it but for those who haven't this is an
opportunity for you to know what she's involved in. In “Member’s Write” we have included Mr. Ajit
Roy’s article on ‘Voluntarism’ which should make you sit up and consider your contributions towards
MBA

We've had a very good turnout for the Durga Puja in PJ, Kali Puja in PD and the Opening
Ceremony of our new building but no articles as such from members. We have provided a
photographic account of the events.

We take this opportunity to thank members who have sent in articles for this issue. Hope you
enjoy reading thisissue. Looking forward to your comments and more articles and reports.

Thank you.

All the Best and Happy Reading.

Mrs. Papia Dutt Wang, Mrs. Arpita Choudhury Joachim
Mrs. Prativa Rani Dutt, Mr. Rudro Kumar Roy

‘L As always, we in the editorial sub-committee welcome your comments as well as relevant

1/ contributions of articles for future releases of this community newsletter.  Articles, jokes,
general news or info of relevance to members and the community (announcement of
cultural events etc.); or even cultural web sites you would like to recommend to your Bengali
friends etc. - just send them in a month before publication! And kids, feel free to
contribute too!

: The Newsletter also accepts paid advertisements at RM 25/- per
Yapage. Current circulation is to about 200 families / members in the Bengali community of Malaysia.  So feel
free to advertise the great shingara’s or mishti’s you make!

please forward all items by e-mail (or on diskette) to The Editor, at: mbacmie@mba.org.my
Or to papiawang@yahoo.com/joachim@pc.jaring.my
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MBA Sub-commuttees

These will be formed at the first meeting of the 2007 Management Committee on Sunday 14 January
2007

I nfor mation

B

Ms Nomita Paul Balasingam Tel: 012-264-2835
Mr Raj Chakrabarty Tel: 012-221-5882
Mr Jyotish Sen Gupta Tel: 016-322-0109
Ms Nomita Choudhury Tel: 012-322-0740

Email: nomitachoudhury @yahoo.com
Ms Shucheta Sen Gupta (Roopa) Tel: 012-325-0673

. Mr A. K. Roy, Ms Arpita Choudhury Joachim, Ms Papia Dutt Wang, Mr Saibal
Dev, Dr Arun Bag, Mr. Jayanta Sen Gupta, Mr Shudeep Das Biswas, Ms Amita
Sinha, Mr Ashok Trafdar

Note: All Committee Members can be reached directly and simultaneously via email at:
mbacmte@mba.org.my

MEMBERSHIP & SUBSCRIPTIONS

To help run association activities, members are reminded to send in their annua subscription (RM
100/- per annum) and arrears (if any) to be paid by April 2007 to the Treasurer: All cheques must be
addressed to The Malaysian Bengal ee Association.

Mr. Jyotish Sen Gupta No. 15, 21/30 Damansara Utama, 47400 P.J.

Should you know of Bengalee's who would like to join the association, please have him/her contact
the MBA for Membership Application Forms.
Contact: The Secretary, Ms Nomita Choudhury Tel: 012-3220740 Email: mbacmte@mba.org.my
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DURGA POQOJA 2006 (28 September —2 October 2006)
This year’s Pooja saw a big turnout of Bengalis who came to welcome “MaDurga’. ’
The poojawent on very well .
Members present would have noticed that we are in need of anew “MaDurga’.The cost

of getting anew Murthi is about RM10,000.00 - 15,000.00.

Members./ Non Members who would like to donate towards this noble cause are most welcome..
The Management Committee would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to all

those who devoted their time in transporting the Murthi, doing the marketing, helping in the kitchen.
cooking the bhog, and overseeing the pooja,.

A big thank you also goes out to all those who sponsored the Poojas, Dinners and Mishtis

Thanks to the entertainment group under Roopa Sen Guptafor the wonderful entertainment.

It culminated in Bijoya Shamelan after a rousing Arati followed by a sumptious dinner
from i MBA
"\J )
i) LAKSHMI POOJA (6 October 2006)

The poojawas held at Pusat PJ, 32 Jadan SS 2/77, Petaling Jaya and had afairly good turnout.
Apart from the committee members special mention should be made of the following who have
worked tirelessly and helped in one way or another to make our poojas a success. They are: Mr.
Shushil Chakrabarty, Mr. D. K Dutt, Mr. M.R. Sen Gupta, Dr. S.R. Sen Gupta, Mr. D. K. Bardhan
Dr. Shubir Sen, Mrs. Molly Choudhury, Mrs. Nilima Chakrabarty, Mrs. Rani Dutt, Mrs. Shukla Sen
Gupta, Mrs Shibani Sen Gupta, Mrs. Sadhana Das, Mrs. Shupti Sen, Mrs. Renu Dutta, Mrs. Anjali
Mukherjee, Mrs. Chitra Das, Mrs. Bina Chatterjee, Ms Etta Chatterjee, and Mrs. Dipti Paul Roy
Soecial thanks to Shapan Chakrabarty’ s family and Probir Mittra’s family for looking after the
hospitality of the priest.

iii  OPENING CEREMONY, AGM and KALI POOJA (20 -22 October in PD)

Day One: 20 October ‘06 The celebrations started with the Opening Ceremony of the New Hall by Tan
Sri, Dato, Dr. K.S. Nijhar. He was accompanied by Puan Sri Molina. Dinner. The chief guests were
welcomed by the President and Past Presidents of MBA . They were taken on atour of the new building and on
to dinner at the old hall. After dinner they were led to the entrance of the New Hall for the cutting of the ribbon.
As they waited poised to cut, Mrs. Dipti Paul Roy together with Roopa Sen Gupta and Shubroto Sen Gupta
sang a Sanskrit Ganesh Sloke — “Vakra Tunda Maha Kayam” as a blessing for the beginning of things. The
guests then walked into the New Hall to the announcements made by Shubroto. Puan Sri Molina then lit the
lamp to symbolise good luck and prosperity and as she did that, a group of little girls danced to a Bengali song
to the delight of the audience. This was followed by the welcoming address by Mrs Nomita Paul Balasingam,
the president of MBA in which she recognised the effort put in by the Founder Fathers and the Past Presidents
with their Management Committees for being instrumental in bringing this project to its fruition. She specially
thanked Tan Sri Nijhar and Puan Sri for agreeing to officiate the Opening of the New Hall despite their heavy
Deepavali schedule. Tan Sri Nijhar then declared open the New Hall and praised the Bengalees for having the
forsight to get a property of their own and hoped it would take us to greater heights although we were a small
community in Malaysia. Tan Sri entertained the audience with a whistling of a Hindi Song. A gift from
Selangor Pewter arranged by Biman Bardhan was presented to Tan Sri Nijhar and a bouquet of flowers to Puan
Sri Molina. A special thanks to Mrs. Shibani Sen Gupta for the Alpana and the decorations for the hall

The entertainment programme of songs and dances followed. The songs rendered by Shubendu and his band
were excellent and enjoyed by all. The Chief Guests left at about 11.30p.m.
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Day Two: 21 October was Deepavali Day. It started with the AGM which commenced at about 11.30a.m.
After the quorum was ascertained, a two minute silence in honour of those who passed away was observed.
The meeting was alengthy one but ended amicably with the election of office bearers for 2007 at 3.30p.m. and
with important issues resol ved.

Preparations were then started for the Kali Pujawith the installing of the new murti.

We have anew “MaKali” murthi this year, courtesy of Dr Anish & Mrs Basanti Roy.

Celebrations started in the evening with dinner and entertainment and ended in the wee hours of the morning
with the Puja. Only 20-30 people remained to see the Puja till the end and had the Prasad and the Bhog. The
priest, Korunamoy, stayed on in the new premises that night. The Puja team as well as those who fasted helped
to clear up the pujaitems before leaving the premises. The Secretary and the Vice President saw to the clearing
up of the food and the mishti in the kitchen area.

Day Three: 22 October started with Bishorjon and went on to sports and games both for children and adults.
Everyone had great fun participating in or just observing the events. Mishti sales and sale of drinks went on till
after lunch. Members dispersed after a simple “Khichuri and Bhgjji” lunch asis traditional. Dr. Anish Roy and
Mrs. Nomita Balasingam treated everyone to ice-cream as dessert. The Management Committee sorted out
everything and made most of the payments before leaving. Instructions were given to the caretaker to clean up
the place and that the Sai Baba group from Port Dickson would use our hall for their function on 23 November
2006 at anominal fee of RM200.00..

iv) THE BUILDING

The theme of 2005 “Building For The Future” still stands, and now that the Building is up,

we need generous Members to come to help us finish the kitchen and stage .

In the meantime Raj Chakrabarty is working out a scheme to market the New Hall in order to generate
an income which will help with its upkeep.

V) CONTRIBUTIONS IN KIND

Severa contributions in kind have been received from members, namely, office furniture (Jibon Sen
Gupta), meeting room tables and chairs, shelves (Maya Sen Mazumder), a fridge ( Jaya Bardhan), curtains
for the green rooms (Nomita Paul Balasingam), a backdrop for the Kali Puja entertainment ( Debosree Das)
and items for the temple (Anjusree Banerjee — Bombay) . A big “Thank You” to all contributors. Any such
gestures are most welcome.

Our Gains

) Birth

Congratulationsto the following parentsfor the new addition to the families.

1) Mr & MrsPulok Roy - ababy girl

i) Mr & Mrs Kuppusamy (Rinku Das) — a baby girl

1) Mr & Mrs Suppiah (Anita Chakrabarty) - a baby boy
iv) Mr & Mrs Pritam Chakrabarty — a baby boy
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i) New Members
After along time we have alarge number of new members joining the Association.
MBA welcomes you and we look forward to your support and contribution.

1. SWAPAN KUMAR BHATTACHARYA 18. NILESH K. MITRA

2. SAMIPENDRA CHAUDHURY 19. ARUP PRAMANIK

3. KAUSTAV CHOUDHURY 20. AMITA NANDY

4. MALAY UMAR GHATAK 21. SUJATA NANDY

5. SARBANI CHOUDHURY 22.D. GHOSHAL

6. RAJV NIGAM 23. SUSHANTA NATH

7. CHANCHAL CHAKRABARTI 24.SOUVIK DUTTA

8. SATYAKI DE 25. SUBRATA K. BAIRAGI
9. NAVONIL ROY 26. K.K. PANDIT

10. SUJIT K. DAS SHARMA 27. ARNAB MUKHERJEE
11. SUJIT CHAKRABORTY 28. DIPAL BASU

12. SOMNATH MUKHERJEE 29. SANJAY K. PANKAJ

13. KAMAL CHAKRABARTY 30. INDRANIL ROY

14. SAMANTA SANDIP 31. AVIJIT MITRA

15. SK.SAHA 32. GITA BHATTACHARYA
16. SANDEEP BHATTACHARYA 33. SAIKAT ROY CHOUDHURY
17. KALPANA DAS 34. KARTIK PRASAD BASU

8. Our Losses
The Association extends its heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family members who lost their
loved ones in the course of the year

)] Mr R K Bhattarcharya, awriter of repute known specially for hiswork on Sarawak. Kajol
Choudhury’ s father-in-law. He leaves behind his beloved wife, son, 4 daughters and their
families.

i) Ms Nandita Sen, better known to the old timers as Nanda, passed away in Perth Australia.
Nanda was the second daughter of one of MBA’ S Founder Members, the late Mr. Ajit Sen,
known to the Malaysian Bengalees as Lawyer Sen.

9. Honours
Two members of the community were honoured by the Y am Tuan of Negri Sembilan with a
Dato’ ship. They are Mrs. Saroja Dev Param and Mr. Kgjol Sinha Roy. .
Our hearty congratulations to both of them. We are proud of you.

10. One Membership

At ajoint meeting between MBA and the Branches called by the PJ Branch, it was proposed that there
be only one membership subscription payment to the parent body (MBA) as is the requirement by the
ROS. The main body will then disburse a % as subsidy to the respective Branches. Members of MBA
and the Branches will have reciprocity of rights thus enabling growth in numbers of membership as
more of the community, both local and expatriate, will be motivated to join and partake in our socid
gatherings, cultura activities and festivities without duplicate payments. This was discussed at the

AGM and accepted with the % subsidy to be finalised later .

11. Birthday Celebrations

Rita Mittra organised a grand 50". Birthday celebration for her husband Prabir on 15 July at the Lake
Club. It was a great sit-down dinner with entertainment and most members of the community were

invited.

The same family celebrated Mr. Satya Ranjan Mittra's 88™. Birthday on X’ mas eve with family and
specialy old friends at the family residence in PJ. There was home-cooked food and a relaxed

atmosphere. Congratul ations to both father and son.
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RECOLLECTION OF THE JAVA KILLER QUAKE
2006
By PAYAL CHOUDHURY

A big physical “jolt” was all | needed to redlize that life is more than meets the eye. This“jolt” has also
taught me to be thankful for the little mercies we have and not be atypical human being , always asking for
more then what we have and never satisfied with the little things we get in life.

27" of May 2006 is aday that will forever be etched in my mind. A day which was supposed to be
another quiet day did not quite turn out as expected. At exactly 5.53 am Indonesian time, 6.53am Malaysian
time, Yogyakarta's tranquility was suddenly punctured. A 6.3 Richter-scale earthquake, its epicenter 25 km
away from where | live, violently lifted up this city before setting it back down again as little more than apile
of rubble.

| was still asleep that time when the quake caught me off
guard. | live on the ground floor of afour-storey building and at the time of the quake | was rudely awakened
by aloud clapping sound and then all hell broke loose. Massive cracks were appearing on the walls, plasters
from the ceiling of my room as well as glasses, books, bottles were flying all over the place. With the ground
shaking the way it did | knew at once it was an earth quake | was experiencing and the first thing | did was to
run towards my door to head outside, but, as luck would have it my door was jammed. Due to the movement of
the ground the wall alignments were displaced thus rendering the door to be jammed. It took quite a wrestle and
mighty strength to somehow pull open the door. | guess when adrenalin pumps the way it did for me at that
moment you get hidden strengths which you somehow never knew you had.

As | ran out of my room | could hear screams of fear and saw all my housemates running to save their
lives. It was not easy running out as the ground was shaking very badly. My biggest fear was that if the ground
were to open up then | wouldn’t have had a chance in heaven to stop myself from being swallowed up. The
whole scene that met my eye was so surreal that for amoment | actually thought | was having some kind of a
nightmare.

Aswe gathered outside my hostel the talk wasthat the quake was aresult of Mt. Merapi ( the active
volcano which is situated about 20 Km from Y ogyakarta) erupting. As there were more jolts occurring by the
minute, by 7 am | decided to leave my hostel with my important belongings to a nearby hostel where the rest
of my friends were. At thisjuncture we saw children and adults alike running towards the direction of Mt
Merapi, the one possible source of the quake! Within minutesa mass panic broke out and there were screams
and shouts and all we could hear was "air..air". In other words, atsunami was heading towards us.

My friendsand | were still in astate of shock did not know what to do next. At that point, | think
most of us just gave up hope and were ready to brace for the worst that was coming our way. Running wasn®
going to do any good because no one knew where to run and we decided to stay where we were and face
whatever consequences came our way. After awhile and to our relief, one of the neighbors came by to inform
us that the tsunami scare was just ahoax. As "maling"”, what the locals refer to their thieves, were making it up
to loot unattended homes and shops.

What a day, saving ourselves from an earthquake, a stampede and made up stories! | followed my
friends back to their hostel to watch the news as we did not know how serious the situation was and within a
matter of minutes there was another tremor and we ran back out. That was the scene for the whole day. None
of us dared to get back into the building for the minor tremors could result in another massive earthquake.

Hunger, dehydration and fear were all we experienced the whole day. Most shops were closed due to
chaos caused by the quake. Food and water was difficult to get. News trickled to us that the earthquake was
caused by an eruption of an underwater volcano far across the shore of Parang Keritis, the nearest beach which
is about another 30 km from where | live. The quake wasn®caused by Mt.Merapi, the volcano that they had
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been predicting would erupt. Slowly we got to know about the death toll and that thousands of victims being
rushed to the hospital. There was an area hit far worse than us, Bantul, which is nearer to the shores. My seniors
headed to the hospital to lend a helping hand while we juniors were told not to move out from our present place.

By evening, we had experienced 4 minor quakes and uncountable after shocks. Things started to calm
down at sundown and when my seniors returned they related that the victims were continuously rushed in by
lorries and that the hospital parking lots were filled with patients. The floors were covered in blood, many were
patients left unattended and many were just waiting to die. There was nothing that anyone could do for the
number of medical personnel were just not sufficient to cope with the massive number of victimsfiling in.

At that moment | knew that | waslucky to be alive. All that came into my mind were the people most
dear to me. The strength that kept me going were the love and prayers of bapi, ma, namma, both my pipis and
pishus, my siblings and my best friends. Nothing else was important to me at that time than them.

The Maaysian students gathered up in ahostel. A representative was quickly sent by the Malaysian
Embassy that night and we were then informed that there were several TUDM aircrafts waiting to evacuate us
all. That was indeed gratifying news for those of us who had our passports with us. There were many of them
who were without their passports as they had sent theirs days earlier for some form of Immigration processing
required by the Y ogyakarta Authorities. | was lucky to have my passport and all necessary documents on me as
Chotopishu had always warned me to be prepared for times like this, ever since s Mt. Merapi was on Red Alert.

It was Sunday morning, about 12.30 am and we were tying to get transport to Solo another city, about
50 km away from Y ogyakarta, to board the TUDM flights. We were heading for Solo and not the Airport in
Y ogyakarta asthe runway of the Y ogyakarta Airport was destroyed due to the quake. It took us an hour to
reach Solo Airport. On the way to Solo, | saw the devastation that took place dueto the killer quake. | then
realized, once again, how lucky | was to be going back to safe and sound place | call HOME, which these
peoplein Y ogyakarta have lost.

It was really traumatizing to see bodies covered with blood being carried for medical help. To make
things worse it started raining heavily. Once we were in Solo Airport things were turning out to be good again.
The Maaysian Students Council and the Malaysian Embassy Officials cleared all our documents and we were
ready to leave.

At 12 pm, 28" May 2006 the TUDM aircraft Hercules landed on Malaysian soil, after afour and half
hour journey. Parents, Media Officials, Government Officials and many others were all waiting for us. | peeked
out and saw Chotopipi and that’s when | knew | was now safe. Seeing her almost made me forget all that | had
experienced.

The Y ogyakarta Quake aso known as The Java Killer Quake killed aimost 6 thousand people injured
nearly 60 thousand people and left more than 130,000 people displaced as aresult of the severe damage to
buildings and homes across the region. About 65 per cent of the City’s houses, hostels, university lecture hals,
shopping malls, hotels and many more concrete structures were destroyed and hundreds suffered at least some
form of injury. We were fortunate that our lives and limbs were spared and to have had a safe place to come
back to.

When | went back to Y ogyakarta, after the quake | still felt the jolts every now and then. Some say it's
the after shocks and some say it’s all in my mind because of the traumal went through.

| have come to realize that this experience was much more than atest of survival skills, it is about
believing that miracles do happen and that we should be grateful for what we have and not crave for what we
don’'t (have).
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Naboborsho Pichic

By SUBARNA PAUL

On 1-5-2006, MBA Pusat PJ held their annual picnic within the pristine forest setting of the Forest
Research Ingtitute of Maaysia (FRIM) in Kepong.

However the excitement at my house started much earlier when we received the circular giving details
of the picnic. My parents immediately decided that they were going. Thereafter, all it took for us to confirm.

The day of the picnic dawned. The crowd started building up from around 10 o’ clock in the morning.
The picnic site was an open air Malay styled hut on stilts situated near the waterfalls. The site was very
convenient as it was near the visitor's car park and as such easily accessible. The view of the waterfalls was
also very soothing and refreshing. Breakfast of aloo dom, crisp fried luchi, succulent gulab jamun and mishti
was served. This heavy repast was washed down with cups of piping hot tea.

Once everyone had finished breakfast it was time for the jungle trek. Those who wanted to participate in
the guided tour of the forest trails then gathered at the FRIM Information Centre. Most of us were keen to go.
Even elderly gentlemen who walked with the aid of awalking stick decided to go. At around 11am our guide,
one Cik Erin, joined us and we started on our tour.

Thetour started at a small pond near the said Information Centre. The pond was full tortoises and
dragon fish. From this point, we entered the forest trail.

Cik Erin, our guide introduced us to various types of trees. Among the timber trees we saw were the
kapur tree which yields a nice smelling exudates known as camphor, somewhat similar to *Vicks' . She aso
pointed out that the leaf tips of the kapur tree appear to be shy towards their own kind as the leaf tips never
touch.

Further down the trail we came across the thorny rattan tree. The trail was getting more and more steep
and slippery at thisjuncture. We also came across the Simpoh Ggjah tree. This tree got its name from its roots
which are above ground and similar in shape to elephant trunks. Further we were shown the giant bamboo
which grows naturally in Burma and Thailand.

Another interesting tree was the Kulim tree, whose leaves smell of garlic.

The duration of our trek was around 45 minutes. We finished our tour with atrip to the museum, which
contained samples of different types of wood as well as wood-based products. There was even a piece of rotan
65 metres in length on display.

Once the tour was over, the participants who had all by now worked up an appetite went back to the
camp site for lunch. Lunch consisted of fried rice, fried beehoon, roast chicken, salad, sausages and were
washed down with soft drinks and mineral water.

After lunch everyone headed for the water falls adjacent to the camp site. Ascending the trail to the top
of the waterfalls was not too difficult as steps had been cut into the hill. Once we reached the top, the children
and some adults lost no time in splashing in the clear water of the waterfalls.

Later everyone came back to the camp site where a group photo was taken before everyone slowly
dispersed.

Overal it had been awonderfull day and a welcome respite from the heat and dust of the city.
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E@ abunddle
f laughs. With
ipika

ukherjee,

~ Sllyertish®latest guest
editor, evéry sentence ends with
ajoyful chuckle, .

Even when she®talking about
her soon-to-be huge internationa
undertaking. ) L

Yes, it®on-mail order brides,
says the Delhi-born lady, eyes
twi nkllrgg. ] _

I dldnegulte get thelink - she®
been selecting promising new
writers from Malaysia and
Singapore for Silverfj.sh Books,
helping to give a voice to those
talented few that have yet to
attain exposure, and now sheis
rari nq to go with a project that®
completely different.

@ involved with
Intermediate Cross Border
Marriage Migration in Asiaand
Europe at the University of
Leiden in the Netherlands. We®
be looking primarily at People
who negotiate some sort of
nationality move. Either short
order warkers or those who come
in asmail order brides, .
something that®actually getting
quite prevalent all over.”

In the Netherlands apparently,
lots of people come from all over
Asia and they end up getting
married to the local women:
"Many European women do that
too, entering as tourists and then
finding mf\rrlage," explains

nga4. o
ecause of her socio-linguistic
background, of which shehasa
doctorate, topics like this intrigue
her, especially studyi nghthe next
gener, ion. "Like what"happens
0.thelr mother tongue when such
things happen and Whether they
et Completely assimilated or is
ere some sort of fusion thing

going on." C
Many socio-linguistic
researches, she says, have been

caried out on women®
migration. "1@ interested in
what happens in terms of

integration’ because in Europe

it® such a big thing. "Taiwan
actualy started it all’ with ther
research on mail order brides

who were coming in from
China’ : .

Thisissue, she adds, is getting
to be a global phenomenon. So
the project with Leiden
University will definitely bea
huge undertaking.

"International even,” she
says. "Weee going to kick off
with Europe -"looking at the
Netherlands, Germany, and
surrounding countries.

Its something they h%loe to
ublish as aworldwide study
ecause admittedly, itisa

force that®growing and one

that should be recognised.”

Adds the Amsterdam-based
writer: "Women@migration is
not given enough respect. It®
always like, ©h, they got
married and off they go©But
sometimes 1t®a deCision that
helps families. 1@ hoping to
look at it from amore feminist
perspective.”

You areafeminist? | ask

er.
Another chuckle ensues. "I

ama
feminist in the sense that |
believe that women are equal
In every way but @ not the
kind of feminist who believe
that men should be put down
for women to go ahead.

Smiling, she'adds: "Anyway
| have two sons, 12 and 14,
and | constantly try to tell
them that they should behave
fairl Ri to womien but they
DON@ haveto lower
themselvesinany way!"
_ TheLeiden projectis till in
its preparatory stages, she
says, SO in thé meantime she
busies herself with her other
passion - more writing! .

"One of the saddest things
about my lifeisthat |@n trying
to get my novel published;"

she says. _ i
_ Cdled On Congenial Sail,
it®about a Malaysian Bengali
famnxh"lt traces their history
fromMaayato Malaysia.
There®a bit of my_sterP/, and
everything thrown in. It®
amost completed,” she says.
_The book s a 325-pager. "]
find it redly hard to whittle it
down. But I love the writing
P_art_! I am currently trying to
iX it so it®readable by
different audiences. 1@ like to
market it in South East Asia,
due to the language and
content, and the Indian
market. 1@n excited that
Indian/English writing really
taken off.

Dipikawas once a reporter
with the Malay Mail during,
her gap year aiter the A-
Levels. Asked to describe her
writing style, she saP(s:
"Eclectic!’| did English
Literature up to the Masters
level but didn®pursue

a PnD. |
fed that
If you
study
writing so
much,” you
wouldn

e
ableto write
anymore. [t©all
that constant
deconstructing! "

Many thingS
drive her. The
pli ght of the
underdogs or, as
she putsit, ...
people that other
peoi)l e ma)t/ not
really see, those
on the periphery
of society - the'de
marginalised” is one.

She muses: "|®@e
alwaysfelt very
privileged because there
are so many peoplein India
who don®have access to
education the way | have. |
alwaysfedl that in a sense
you are obligated to use that
voice you have for some .
good. Hence thetopics | write

out.

"I@ really love to be a part
of aninternational
organisation that®doing
some good like Unescoor
World Bank - a part of
something that makes a
difference.

Away from the heavy stuff,
the lively Gemini lovesto
travel. "Travel issuch a

assion that | once wrote for

AS magazine Wings of
Gold. " shesays. .

. Dipika®biggest indulgence
is

agood bogk and a bookshop,
anywhere in the world, is her
idéa of heaven. "It drives my
family mad!" she says,
grinning. )

Her |ove for the written
word has alot to do with her
childhood. Her father,
although a diplomat, was alsp
a Sanskrit scholar, "He did his
Masters in Sanskrit literature.
| never really developed a
lovefor it, but he would
forever be quoting things and
| grew up with that kind of
ora and written tradition. My
three brothers all read like
crazy aswell so yes, my
household was quite
®ookish©

intanm@nstp.com
nmy
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MBA and Voluntarism
By AJIT ROY

Going back to the nineteen twenties, some of the elders got together and decided that the Bengal ees
celebrate Durga Puja. An ad-hoc committee was formed and the Puja held in a grand fashion. All those
involved gave their time freely, which gave birth to Voluntarism. We have come along way since. We now
have avery structured Management Committee upon whom rest the responsibility of organising the many
religious/cultural events found in the Bengal ee calendar.

To volunteer on€’ s time and effort to help othersis a basic human impulse. Volunteering plays a vital
rolein preserving the stability and cohesion of societies and makes a significant contribution in the process.
Moreover volunteering helps to widen social and cultural networks, enhances self-esteem, meets the need of
people to learn from each other and builds up reserves of good will that can be drawn upon when needed.

That said, | was somewhat dismayed to see the reluctance of some members to come forward and serve
the Management Committee. | can understand that many of them are busy with their jobs, raising a family etc.
But as members we all have a certain obligation in matters pertaining to the Association. Three basic criteria
can beidentified to distinguish volunteering from other types of human activity. These are:

1. Itisnot undertaken for financia gain. It is generaly cost effective, although not cost-free.
2. Itisundertaken of one s free will.
3. It benefits the community in particular and society at large.

At the Millennium Dinner and Dance held in the year 2000, I, as President at the time, made the
following comments in the souvenir programme. Quote “ Our early settlers who came to the country at the
beginning of the 20™ Century had a dream — a better life and the ability to pass on to the next generation more
than they inherited. That they did, and did successfully. What was | eft, however, was a deep routed desire to
ensure that in seeking a better life for themselves and their successive generations, that the tradition and strong
cultural ties which are the heritage of every Bengalee person, are not lost in the passage of time. | am very
happy to say that we have endeavoured to retain and develop our traditional and cultural values and in keeping
with this brave new world that we livein. It seems appropriate that the new Millennium marks the beginning of
anew era— an erathat will bring us recognition and establish ourselves as a player in the multi-cultural society
that makes Malaysia so specia.” Unquote.

With this, | would urge al Bengalees to think what we can collectively do to make MBA God's great
little acre for generations to come.
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MA KALI —-THEFEMININE FORCE OF BENGAL

By Sujata Nandy

One of the most recognizable of all the goddesses, Ma Kali, whose name means "Mother Time" or
"Black Mother", (Kali means both "black" and "time"), is afierce representation of the feminine
principle Devi, whose other formsinclude the lovely, gentle Parvati creator goddess.

Thelove between the Divine Mother and Her human children isa unique relationship. Kali, the Dark
Mother is one such deity with whom devotees have avery loving and intimate bond, in spite of Her
fearful appearance. In thisrelationship, the worshipper becomes a child and Kali assumes the form of
the ever-caring mother.

Kali isthe fearful and ferocious form of the mother goddess Durga. She assumed the form of a
powerful goddess and became popular with the composition of the Devi Mahatmya, a text of the 5th
- 6th century AD. Here Sheisdepicted as having born from the brow of Goddess Durga during one
of Her battleswith the evil forces. Asthelegend goes, in the battle, Kali was so much involved in the
killing spree that She got carried away and began destroying everything in sight. To stop Her, Lord
Shivathrew himself under Her feet. Shocked at this sight, Kali stuck out Her tongue in astonishment,
and put an end to Her homicidal rampage. Hence the common image of Ma Kali showsHer in Her
mélée mood, standing with one foot on Shiva's chest, with Her enormoustongue stuck out.

Kali's three forms appear in the sacred colors known as "Gunas": white for the Virgin, red for the
Mother, black for the Crone, the three together symbolizing birth, life and death. Black is Ma Kali's
fundamental colour as the Destroyer, for it means the formless condition She assumes between
creations, when all the elements are dissolved in Her primordial substance. Says the Mahanirvana
Tantra: "Just as all coloursdisappear in black, so all names and forms disappear in Her".

Ma Kali isrepresented with perhapsthe fiercest features amongst all the world's deities. She has four
arms, with asword in one hand and the head of ademon in another. The other two hands blessHer
worshippers, and say, "fear not"! She hastwo headsfor her earrings, a string of skulls as necklace,
and a girdle made of human hands as Her clothing. Her tongue protrudes from Her mouth, Her eyes
arered, and Her face and breasts are sullied with blood. She stands with one foot on the thigh, and
another on the chest of Her husband, Shiva.

Ma Kali is a particularly appropriate image for conveying the idea of the world as the play of the
gods. The spontaneous, effortless, dizzying creativity of the divine reflex is conveyed in Her wild
appearance. Insofar as Ma Kali is identified with the phenomenal world, She presents a picture of
that world that underlies its ephemeral and unpredictable nature. In Her mad dancing, disheveled
hair, and eerie howl there is made present the hint of a world reeling, careening out of control. The
world is created and destroyed in Ma Kali's wild dancing, and the truth of redemption liesin man's
awareness that he isinvited to take part in that dance, to yield to the frenzied beat of the Mother's
dance of life and death.



Ma Kali's boon iswon when man confronts or accepts Her and the realities She dramatically conveys
to him. The image of Ma Kali, in a variety of ways, teaches man that pain, sorrow, decay, death, and
destruction are not to be overcome or conquered by denying them or explaining them away. Pain
and sorrow are woven into the texture of man's life so thoroughly that to deny them is ultimately
futile. For man to realize the fullness of his being, for man to exploit his potential as a human being,
he must finally accept this dimension of existence. Ma Kali's boon is freedom, the freedom of Her
child to revel in the moment, and it iswon only after confrontation or acceptance of death. To ignore
death, to pretend that one is physically immortal, to pretend that one's ego is the center of things, is
to provoke Ma Kali's mocking laughter. To confront or accept death, on the contrary, is to realize a
mode of being that can delight and revel in the play of the gods. To accept one's mortality is to be
able to let go, to be able to sing, dance, and shout. Kali is Mother to Her devotees not because She
protectsthem from the way thingsreally are but because She reveals to them their mortality and thus
releases them to act fully and freely, releases them from the incredible, binding web of "adult”
pretense, practicality, and rationality.

Ma Kali’sfierce form isarepresentation of every emblem of living. Her black complexion symbolizes
Her all-embracing and transcendental nature. Her nudity is primeval, fundamental, and transparent
like Nature — the earth, sea, and sky. Kali is free from the illusory covering, for Sheis beyond the all
maya or "false consciousness.” Kali's garland of fifty human heads that stands for the fifty lettersin
the Sanskrit alphabet, symbolizesinfinite knowledge.

Her girdle of severed human hands signifies work and liberation from the cycle of Karma. Her white
teeth show Her inner purity, and Her red tongue indicates Her omnivorous nature — Her
indiscriminate enjoyment of all the world's'flavours'. Her sword isthe destroyer of false
consciousness and the eight bonds that bind us. Her three eyes represent past, present, and future, —
the three modes of time — an attribute that liesin the very name ‘Kali’.

Ma Kali's proximity to cremation grounds where the five elements or "Pancha Mahabhuta" come
together, and all worldly attachments are absolved, again point to the cycle of birth and death. Kali
dwellswhere dissolution takes place. In terms of devotion and worship, this denotes the dissolving
of attachments, anger, lust, and other binding emotions, feelings, and ideas. The heart of the devotee
iswhere this burning takes place, and it isin that heart that Ma Kali dwells. The devotee makes Her
image in hisheart and under Her influence burnsaway all limitations and ignorance in the cremation
fires. Thisinner cremation firein the heart isthe fire of knowledge, (Sanskrit: gyanagni), which Kali
bestows. Thereclined Shivalying prostrate under the feet of Kali suggests that without the power of
Kali (Shakti), Shivaisinert.

Ma Kali'shuman and maternal qualities continue to define the goddess for most of Her devoteesto
thisday. In human relationships, the love between mother and child isusually considered the purest
and strongest. In the same way, the love between the Mother Goddess and Her human children is
considered the closest and the most tender relationship with divinity. Accordingly, Ma Kali's
devoteesform aparticularly intimate and loving bond with Her. But the devotees never forget Kali's
demonic, frightening aspects. He does not distort Ma Kali's nature and the truths She reveals; he does
not refuse to meditate on Her terrifying features. He mentions these repeatedly in hissongsbut is
never put off or repelled by them. Ma Kali may be frightening, the mad, forgetful mistress of aworld
spinning out of control, but Sheis, after all, the Mother of all.
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ongFEof ACTITES e NEWHAL
PICTORIAL —r—

NEW YEAR — GRIHA PROBESH- 15 APRIL 2006

BENGAL HOUSE NEW HALL PRIESTS START PUJA

MEMBERS WATCHING PROCEEDINGS HOM — PREPARATION
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MEMBERS+ MONTY + BANI DUTT ALPANA & THE FIREPLACE

SETTING THE MILK POT MILK BOILING OVER

CONCLUDING PRAYERS BENGAL HOUSE BY NIGHT
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THE AUDIENCE IN OUR NEW HALL

SHEFALI CHOUDHURY'SMESSAGE

TIA DANCING AFTER A LONG BREAK

ESHO HEY BOISHAK

LADIES SINGING

POULOMI -ALL GRACE
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THE NANDY’S SINGING MEMBERSHAVING FUN

EGM -AT TEMPLE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE - EGM

SPORTSFOR CHILDREN AWARDS PRESENTATION
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THE GRAND OPENING OF THE BENGAL HOUSE NEW HALL —
20"" OCTOBER 2006 BY TAN SRI DATO’ DR. K.S.NIJHAR

VIP'SAT DINNER IN THE OLD DINING HALL

MBA MEMBERSHAVING DINNER

VAKRA TUNDA BEING SUNG THE CUTTING OF THE RIBBON
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CONGRATULATIONS ENTERING THE NEW HALL

PAST PRESIDENTS, VIP’'S& MEMBERS LIGHTING THE LAMPBY PN SRI MOLINA

WELCOMING ADDRESSBY NOMITA PAUL BALASINGAM
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TAN SRI DATO’ DR. K. SNIJHAR DECLARING OPEN THE NEW HALL

GIFTSFOR THE VIP GUESTS

PERFORMANCESBY MBA MEMBERSAND CHILDREN
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If by any chance we have left out names of members or their children who have achieved accolades in their studies or their careers please inform the editorial board or the secretary and
we will mention it in the next issue.

28 &



